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FARM AND HOME

Put garden rubbish to work in a . . .

COMPOST HEAP
By W. DAWSON

THERE'S a surprising amount of m u m b o j u m b o w r i t t e n about the simple compost
heap.
By the t i m e you've waded t h r o u g h all the instructions, you feel as if you
ought to have prerequisites of a doctorate in soil chemistry or an unbroken ancestry
of at least three generations of professional English gardeners.

Actually, a compost pile is simply a
place where you throw all your grass
clippings, weeds and leaves. When they
have rotted, they are compost.
There are lots of ways to make the pile
more elaborate, and they are intended to
speed up the process by keeping the
material moist and away from the air.
The simplest is just to seal off the pile
by covering it with a layer of dirt.
Piling the material against a wall is
better, and adding board sides makes it
better still. For the average home garden
probably the best arrangement is a bottomless wooden box or cement blocks set on
each other without mortar to form a
4 x 4 x 4 foot cube, open at the top and
resting directly on the ground.
Now all you do is to start piling all your
grass clippings, weeds and leaves in that
spot.
It is astonishing to see what a
bottomless pit you seem to be filling, for
while a day's clean-up around the place
may result in a mound high above the
sides, a few days later the whole thing
has melted down to practically nothing in
the box.
When this melt-down has finished, it is
a good idea to throw a thin layer of soil
over the top and then just add new clippings, etc., as they accumulate.

Turn the garden hose on the heap
occasionally to keep it moist. If you wish,
you may use commercial additives to
speed up the decomposition, but time will
eventually do the job anyway.
It does take a long time to make good
compost; generally a year or more. The
disintegration will be more uniform and
faster if you take the trouble to tear
down the pile at six-monthly intervals
and dig it over. You can tell when it is
ready to use by its appearance. It should
look like soil—rich, crumbling soil. If you
can still see leaves, wait a little longer. If
only some weed stems remain, you can
pull them out and give them more time in
the next batch.
When you have properly decomposed
compost, you have riches beyond price, for
it is not only a safe and wonderfully fertile
planting medium itself, but it adds both
fertility and friability to your garden soil
when it is turned under.
Keep some in reserve for potting mixtures. Use it to top-dress your lawn. You
have a perfect right to brag about it, for
you have completed an impressive demonstration of turning waste into something
of real value.
•

But don't let your compost heap
become a breeding place for flies.
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